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BIG FOUR RESUIJE AUSTRIA TREATY TALIS IN NEW YORK, The State Depart- 
ment announced on september 19th that Russian agreement had been ob- 
tained to resume austrian treaty negotiations in -lew York on September 
2nd, The negotiations are conducted by the deputies of the "Big Four" 
Foreign Ministers while the :linisters themselves hold their New York 
meeting. The negotiators are the same as those involved in the most 
recent attempt to complete the treaty. ‘%hat effort ended in London 
september lst after two months of negotiations, 

The results of the negotiations to date may be swamarized as 
follows: when the denvuties met in London on July lst, 18 articles 
still remained on which no agreement had been reached by the Foreign 
iinisters either in raris, in ioscow, or on two separate occasions in 
London, Another 5 articles were added, thus bringing to 21 the total 
of articles on which the deadlock still remained to be broken, During 
their two months of negotiations, the deputies in London agreed on & 
of these and dropped 4 others, thus leaving 9 still unsettled, 

Agreement was reaciied on the following articles: 4rticle 2 
(suarantee of Austrian independence, Article 5 (Austria's frontiers), 
Article 7 bis (rights of the Slovene and Croatian minorities in 
Austria), Article 34 (exemption from payment of reparations), Article 
36 (restitutions by Austria), Article 38 (Austrian property in Germany 
and dropping of austrian clains against Germany), article 44 (property 
rights and interests of minority groups in austria), article 45 
(Austrian assets in allied and associated countries). 

The following articles were dropped: Article 41 (German claims 
against Austria), Article 45 (application of Austrian law to property 
rights and interests of the United Nations in Austria), Article 49 bis 
(treaties between Austria and Germany), Article 51 (patents). 

The following articles remained unsettled: Article 16 (displaced 
persons and refugees in Austria), Article 26 (disposal of Allied and 
German war material), Article 27 (prevention of German rearmament), 
Article 52 Allied war graves and war monuments in ..ustria - a new 
Russian proposal which cropped up only a few weeks ago), Article 35 
(German assets in Austria), article 35 a (rolling stock equipment in 
Austria - a preposal of the Western powers), Article 42 (property of 
the United Nations in austria), Article 48 (debts), Article 48 bis 
(monetary loans, supplies and services for the civilian population 
since May 1945), 

The following are the major differences that separate the Western 
powers from the Soviet Union on the individual articles: Article 16 - 
on the categories of individuals who should receive no assistance; 
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Articles 26 and 27 - there is a divergency of view on only one point in 


Article 26 and this refers to Article 27, by means of which the Soviet 
Union wishes to obligate Austria to exclude persons who are not 
Austrian citizens from military or civilian aviation, or from experi- 
ments and projects in the production or maintenance of war material. 

In Article 35, agreement was reached on the method of payment of 
the lump sum of 150 million dollars within six years, the form of 
promissory notes, the subordination of properties being transferred to 
the Soviet Union to Austrian law, prohibition to sell these properties 
without Russian consent, the right of the Soviet Union to export the 
net profits or net rental proceeds from these properties in the form 
of oil or freely-convertible currency, the mutual Austro-Kussian 
waiver of claims and charges resulting from the reciprocal transfer of 
enterprises, as well as on the relinquishment on the part of the 
Vestern powers of war booty to Austria, However,there is still a 
jeadlock on the following points of Article 35: the question of in- 
dustrial and transportation equipment, including the 500 locomotives 
which belonged to Austria before the occupation and which the Western 
delegates claim were included by the Foreign Ministers during their 
exchange of views in Paris, but which the Russian delegate claims were 
not included since, according to him, the Paris talks covered only 
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{muovable equipment and not rolling stock, Another cisputed point is 
the q uestion of whether, in the event of disputes, the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations shall appoint the third member of the 
arbitration commission as chairman, or whether the two arbitrato:'s 
themselves shall name the chairman. another point of disagreement is 
the question of who shali get the buildings erected by the Soviet Union 
during its exploitation of the oil fields which are scheduled to 

revert back to Austria, ostiil another disputed point is the question 
as to whether the performance of the provisions of this agreerient shail 
ve regarded as complete and full payment of all Austrian debts arising 
out of the rotsdam Agreement. To these must be added the 5 lists to 
Article 55, drawn up by the experts, in which the fomner German assets 
to be turned over to the Soviet Union are eiuumerated, List 1 pertain- 
iug to the oil companies, as well as the footnote regarding oil field 


installations, was accepted, The views are further apart on List 2, 
pertaining to oil prospecting rights: on the one hand, with respect to 
the leasing agreements, which the Western powers believe should ter- 
inate after 50 or 55 years, and on the other, with regard to the divi- 
sion of prospecting rights between the Soviet Union and Austria. List 
5, dealing with oil refineries, was not accepted because the Western 
powers believe that the refineries demanded by the Soviet Union could 
produce more than the 429,000 tons of oil per year agreed upon in Paris, 
Similar reasons led to the noneacceptarice of List 4, pertaining to oil 
selling companies, in List 5, which deals with tne Danube Shipping 
Company, two paragraphs were acceptsod and three rejected, On this 
question, the Western powers ave prrticularly opposed to the proposal 
that Russia be granted permanent le.cing rights, rights which the 
Danube Shipping Comary itself did net even have, 

Nor was anv agreement reached on article 4° which relates to the 
proverty of the United ‘ations in ..ustria, The \’estern delegates want 
Austria to restitute or to pay compensation for Allied property 
reatroactively frou the day war was declared or from the day the occue- 
pation began, whereas the Russians insist that such compensation be 
made retroactive to the date on which the country of the national con- 
cerned entered the war, No acccrd was reached on Article 48, prima- 
rily because the Soviet Union hcelds the view that Austria cannot be 
obligated to pay for debts which were contracted before tiie occupation, 
Likewise unsettled is Article 48 bis because the Western powers and 
the Sovict Union do not see eye to eye on the question as to whether 
Austria should or should not be made to pey for the supylies given to 
the Austrian civilian population by the Allies since the end of the 
war, The Western povers have waived payment o: these deliveries, 

Upon his return to Vienna from London, Austrian Foreign ifinister 
Gruber stated in a public address that the problem of the State Treaty 
has been Givorced from the realm of principle and turned into an 
arithmetic problem in economics, In addition to this economic aspect, 
Dr, Gruber said, consideration should be given to the fact that the 
decisions reached in Paris must not be nullified by the closing report 
of the Deputy Foreign Ministers, These are questions of international 
coniidence which must be reestablished and not allowed to be placed in 
doubt, if the Austrian state Treaty is to be the transition to a 
peaceful future, 


AJSTRIAN FINANCE MINISTER IN VASUIVCTON, The Austrian ‘linister of 
Finance, Dr, Georg Zimmermann, and the “resident of the Austrian 
National Rank, Dr, Hans Kizzi, have visited Washington to participate 
in the Fourth Annual Meeting of the Boards of Governors of the Inter- 
ational Bank for ‘‘econstruction and Development and the International 
Monetary Fund, held at the Shoreham hotel from September 16th onward, 

Dr, Zimmermann who is Governor of the International Bank and Dre 
zzi as Governor of the International ionetary Fund were accompanied 
br, Assen Hartenau, Chief of the Credit Department of the Finance 
1istry, and Dr, Franz Stoeger-ilarenpach, Director of the Austrian 
ional Bank, eas their Deputy Governors, and br, Gustav Waermer, 
earch Director of the Austrian National Bank, as advisor. 

luring their stay in Washington the Austrian delegation had occa- 
sion to discuss various problems of financial and monetary character 
with the other members or the Bank and the Fund, and also with repre- 
Sentatives of the United States. ; 

£ reception in honor of the Austrian iinister of Finance and the 

Ocher Austrian delegates was given by the Austrian Minister and Mme. 
leinwaechter on Monday, September 19th, at their residence in Washing~- 
tor, Dr, Zimmermann and his party left Washington on September 2end 
in urder to resume their duties in Vienna. 
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AUSTRIAN ELECTION CAMPAIGN GETS UNDER WAY. In the early days of 
September, Austria's political parties began their campaign for the 
forthcoming general elections to be held on October 9th, On that day 
the country's voters will not only elect a new Parliament (National- 
rat), but also the State Assemblies (Landtage) for the Republic's nine 
federal provinces. According to the latest dispatches, 6 political 
parties have registered with the Supreme Election Commission in Vienna 
for the general parliamentary elections, although the number of parties 
participating in the provincial elections is somewhat larger. All 
parties have formulated their election platforms which are now being 
widely publicized in meetings, posters and the press, To date, the 
campaign which is aimed at almost 4,400,000 voters has led to no 
serious incidents and is gaining momentum in an orderly manner, 

The country's largest party today, the Oesterreichische Volkspar- 
tei, which in the last elections in November 1945 won 85 of the 165 
parliamentary seats and, consequently, an absolute majority, is cain- 
paigning on a platform whose major planks are the final establishment 
of Austrian sovereignty and completion of the State Treaty, the 
removal of occupation troops and a smoothly operating free economic 
system based on private enterprise. its platform calls for greater 
economy in government expenditures, a fair tax policy and administra- 
tive reforms to eliminate superfluous agencies and prevent bureau- 
cratization of public life. In the field of education, the party 
opposes state monopoly of schools and favors strong parental influence 
in educational matters, its platform denounces totalitarianism and 
dictatorship and demands the reestablishment of equality for all seg- 
ments of the population, In addition, the People's Party favors the 
promotion of a housing program, a fair compromise between management 
and labor and unimpeded freedom of labor, The party's election 
campaign is under the direction of its chairman Dr, Leopold Figl, the 
country's present Chancellor, who is a candidate in Lower Austria, 
Other leading parliamentary candidates of the People's Party are Dr, 
Karl Gruber (Tyrol), the present Foreign IMinister; Dr. Felix Hurdes 
(Vienna), the Minister of Education; Ferdinand Graf (Carinthia), 
Undersecretary of State in the llinistry of the Interior; Leopold 
Kunschak (Vienna), President of Parliament; Dr, Heinrich Gleissner, 
Governor of Upper Austria and br, Ernst Kolb (Vorarlberg), ijinister 
of Commerce, 

The Sozialistische Partei Oesterreichs, which won 76 parliamen- 
tary seats in the last elections and is now participating in the coa- 
lition government in such posts as that of the Vice-Chancellor and 
several liinisters, also demands an end to the occupation, completion 
of the State Treaty and austria's admission to the Council of Lurope 
and the United Nations, The party's economic platform calls for 
planned management of the country's economy and rational organization 
of nationalized industries, ‘The party also favors a limited land 
reform, full employment, old-age pensions for all workers and expanded 
social security benefits, In addition, it stands for the retention 
of rent controls and a large-scale housing program, Its platform 
sharply opposes all restrictions on political freedom and takes a 
strong stand for the protection of hwnan and civic rights, The 
party's election campaign is in the hands of its chairman Vice-Chan- 
cellor Dr, adolf Schaerf, who is also the leading candidate in 
Vienna's 7th election district. Other important Socialist candidates 
are Oskar Helmer (Lower Austria), the present Minister of the Interior; 
Dr. Theodor Koerner, the present ilayor of Vienna; larl Seitz, a former 
liayor; Dr. Alfred iligsch (Styria), the iWinister of Electrification; 
Ferdinand Wedenig, Governor of Carinthia and Johann Boehm (Burgenland), 
the President of the Austrian Federation of Labor, 

The liommunistische Partei Oesterreichs, which was able to gain 
only 4 seats in the last elections, is campaigning on a joint election 
ticket with a radical left-wing splinter group of the socalled "Pro- 
gressive Socialists", The Communist Party is the only Austrian party 
which is openly attacking the Marshall Plan and demanding that Austria 
align its economy with that of the Soviet Union. Its platform calls 
for nationalization of all major industrial enterprises and banks, a 
land reform and the elimination of Western influence in the country. 
The party's principal candidates are Johann Koplenig, its chairman; 
Ernst Fischer, Communist Member of Parliament and Erwin Scharf, who 
was recently expelled from the Socialist Party. 

In addition to these three parties, which had already campaigned 
in the last elections, there are three other political groups now 
participating in the election. The Verband der Unabhaengigen, which 
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is under the direction of the Salzburg journaiist Dr, Herbert Kraus, 
is opposed to present governnent policy, its election platform states 
that the party stands for democracy and favors the completion of the 
Austrian State Treaty. One of its major planks calls for the rehabi- 
litation of all former llazis and another demands a free economy, 

The Demokratische Union is wider the leadership of Dr, Josef 
Dobretsberger, a Graz Vnuiversity professor, Its platform is designed 
to attract votes from liberal circles, It favors a cautious economic 
policy, streamlining of the government apparatus and completion of the 
State Treaty. 

The last party listed is the Ergokratische Partei which stands 
for a barter economy and demands the nationalization of all banks, 

To eliminate any doubt as to the validity of the Austrian elec- 
tions, the Austrian Government appealed to the Allied Control Council 
in Vienna on August 350th for a decision on the admission and free 
electioneering of new parties. in its session of September 9th, the 
Executive Committee of the Allied Council for Austria decided that the 
October 9th elections could be held in accordance with the 1949 Austrian 
Election statute, as voted by the Austrian Parliament and approved by 
the Council on dune 24th, It was further cecided that parties ful- 
filling the requirements of the Election Statute could participate in 
the elections unhindered, 

Complete and detailed results of the October 9th elections will 
be published in the next issue of the Austrian information bulletin, 








AUSTRIAN GOVERMENT saCKNOWILZDGES PROVUSTANT CHURCH CONSTITUTION, At 
the end of August, the Austrian Government acknowledged the new "Con- 
stitution of the Protestant Church of Austria, Lutheran and Calvinist 
denominations" resolved by the Protestant General Synod on January 26, 
1949, This new constitution will replace the outdated Church Con- 
stitution of the year 1891, It will give the 151 congregations of the 
lutheran Church and the 6 congregations of the Keformed Church in 
austria - which together have a total of some 400,000 worshippers - a 
common new administrative system, The new constitution upholds the 
principle of Ci:urch autonomy in ecclesiastical matters, Pursuant to 
the constitution, this autonomy is based on the congregations them- 
selves, and all Church dignitaries are elected by the congregations, 
the parishes, the provincial courts (superintendencies) and the general 
congregation (iJational Church), The General Synod is the legislative 
body. The direction of Church matters is in the hands of the Church 
Council which is appointed by the Geieial Synod, The titular head of 
the Council will no longer be a jurisdictional president, but the 
Bishop, namely the Keformed National Superintendent, The new Church 
Constitution represents only an internal Church codification; the 
legal relationship between Church and “tate, however, still awaits 
federal legislative action, 





AUSTRIAN FEDERATION OF LABOR PROTESTS ILLEGAL RUSSIAN PROPERTY 
SEIZURES. in its meeting of September lst the Executive Committee of 
the Austrian Federation of labor discussed the question of the removal 
and sale of Austrian raw materials, semi-finished products and machines 
from the Soviet-managed industrial enterprises in Austria which are 
scheduled to revert back to Austrian ownership after the completion of 
the Austrian State Treaty, The Federation has learned that the workers 
in the enterprises concerned are extremely disturbed by these measures 
because it is feared that, after their return to Austrian ownership, 
they will no longer be in condition to continue production and that 
thousands of workers will be threatened with unemployment. The Execu- 
tive Committee of the Federation therefore directed an urgent appeal 
to the Russian occupation authorities to return these enterprises to 
lustria with their full and undiminished productive capacity, and it 
Yequested the Austrian Government to do its utmost to protect Austrian 
économy from the threatening catastrophy. ; 

At the same meeting a motion by Communist Vice-President Fiala, 
Droposing that negotiations for a general 10% wage increase be started 
was rejected by a large majority. Johann Boehm, the President of the 
Federation of Labor, pointed out that the present time was illesuited 
for wage demands and that such demands could not be justified on the 
oasis of Austria's present-cay economic situation, He accused the 
Communists of having raised the issue at this time only in order to 
provoke unrest before the elections of October 9th, The position of 
labor, the President concluded, could not be improved by unilateral 
wage increases, which would immediately bring on higher prices, but by 

an increase in production and a resulting drop in prices. 
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CHANCELLON FPIGL FOR BLTTUK RELATIONS WITH YUGOSIAVIA. Dr. Leopold 
Figl, Federal Chancellor of Austria, toucnea on the relations between 
Austria and Yugoslavia in the course of a speech he delivered in 
Keetschach, Carinthia, on September 8th, lie stated that the decision 
of the Big Four Woreign Ministers in Paris regarding the inviolability 
of Austria's frontier with Yugoslavia should not be considered as an 
hustrian victory or a Yugoslav defeat, but simply as a triumph of 
reason and justice, Despvite all past hostility on the part of Yugo- 
slavia, the Chancellor said that Austria entertained no animosity 
tovazvd that country and would welcome nomnal and closer relations 
vith it, 





ITALIA! PRIME MINISTER DE GASPERI VISITS AUSTRIA, Italy's Prime 
winisver Alclae de Gasperi arrived in austria on August 50th fora 
short visit, after crossing the border at liochfinstermuenz, near 

J 
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lecl: in the Tyrol, He motored to i.itzbuehl where he spent a few 
of rest. He also visited the Alpine mountain highway on the 
scicckner before returning to Italy. ‘he Italian Prime ilinister's 
visit to Austria was of a private and unofficial nature, Several 
members of the Italian Government had also spent their vacation in 


various Austrian tourist centers during the course of the sumer, 
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EX-MAYOR OF VIEMUA KaArnL SEITS CELEBRATES 8OTH BIRTEDAY, On September 
4th, harl seitz, former lLayor of Vienna, celebrated his 80th birthday, 
in honor of the occasion, the venerable Viennese personality was re- 
ceived at Town Hall by the present Mayor, Theodor hoerner, after a 
torch=-light procession in which tens of thousands Viennese partici- 
pated. lor decades, liarl Seitz nas been one of the leading Socialist 
figures in austria and since 1901, when he was first elected to the 
Austrian Parliament, he has played an active and eminent role in 
Austrian politics, After the collapse of the Austro-iiungarian ‘lon- 
archy in larch 1919, Karl Seitz became vhe first Uhief Lxecutive of 
the young Austrian Republic in his capacity as President of the "Na- 
tionalrat" (Parllament). lie held this post until the elections in 
1920, In 12926, ne was elected i'ayor of Vienna, a position which he 
occupied until lebruary 1964, Unuer his direction, Vienna's municipal 
policy led tne way to new social innovations, especially in the field 
of municipal housinge At that time, the modern, hygienic and inex- 
pensive apartment houses that were put up for tens of thousands 
Viennese worlers were notable forerunners of municipal housin; projects 
througnout the werld, Un lebruary i6, 1954, following the unsuccesse= 
ful revolt of the Austrian Social Democratic Iebor Movement against 
the regime of Chancellor ingelbvert Dollfus, iiarl Seitz was removed 
from office and placed under temporary arrest. After the German occu- 
pation of Austria, he was left unmolested for a number of years, but 
in 1944, at the age of 75, he was arrested by the German Gestapo and 
brought to Berlin, from where he was later transferred to the con- 
centration camp of Ravensbrueck, it was only in June 1945 tnat he was 
able to make his way back to Vienna, In the fall of that year, Karl 
veitz was re-elected to the Austrian Parliament on the Socialist 
ticket. 





AUSTRIAN DRAWING RICHTS UNDER TITS TW O.2.Ee%. PIAN. On September 7th, 
the 16 warshall Plan nations signed the new intraesuropean payments 
and compensation agreement for tne next ECA fiscal year, According tc 
the terms of this agreement, austrie's drawing credits have been fixed 
at 65.5 million dollars. Of this total, Austiian drawing rights 
against Western Germany amount to 55 millions, against Great Britain 
to 20 millions, against the Benelux Union to 9 miliions and against 
rance to 5 1/2 millicns. In return, the credits granted by Austria 
amount 2 1/2 million dollars, thereby reducing the indirect aid 
granted her to 83 millions, This places Austria fourth in the list of 
comtries receiving indirect aid (throusn crawing credits), after | 
France (236 millions), the Netherlands (118 millions) and Greece (106 
millions), 

On September list, Herbert Prack, heretofore Director of the 
Austrian National Bank, took office as Austria's new representative 
in the Organization of “uropean Economic Cooperation (OZLC). 





219 MILLION SCHILLINGS AEREADY SUBSCRIBED TO RECONSTRUCTION LOAN. By 
the end of August, 219 million schillings had already been subscribed 
to the 1949 Reconstruction Loan recently floated by the Austrian 
Government, Of this total, 127.6 millions were subscribed by financial 
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institutions and 91,4 millions by private subscribers, The Austrian 
jinistry of Finance has expressed its satisfaction at these figures. 
it is expected that subscriptions to the loan will be further in- 
creased in September and October, after completion of the harvest and 
beginning of the season in several branches of industry. 


INCREASE IN AUSTRIAN IRON AMD STEEL PRODUCTION, In July 1949, the 
“alpine iontan Gesellschaft" - Austria's largest iron and steel pro- 
ducer © broke all preceding iron and steel production records in its 
Lonawitz and Judenburg (Styria) plants, The output of pig iron 
reached 52,772 tons (29% more than in July 1937 and 52% more than in 
July 1948); that of roasting ore, 52,585 tons and that of sinter ore, 
15,088 tons. During the same month, 42,915 tons of natural steel and 
oU,374 tons of blooming mill products, the largest quantity since the 
end of the war, were also produced, 








AUSTRIAN! CIGARLTTE PRODUCTION INCREASED TO 420 MILLION PER MONTH, 
During July 1949, according to the "Wiener Tazseszeitung™ Austria's 
tobacco monopoly (Oesterreichische Tabaltrecie) produced some 420 
million cigarettes, an increase cf about 100 million cigarettes over 
last July's output. The leading cheap brand, “Donau", which retails 
for 25 groschnen per cigarette, sold 20C million cigarettes; next on 
the list were the brands “Austria CO", wit sales of 60 millions, 
"Johnny" with 50 millions, "Sport" with 30 nillions, "Memphis" with 
12 millions, ‘The balance was made up of minor brands. ‘The price 
reduction of all brands earlier in the year led to increased sales of 
domestic cigarettes and a further decrease in the black market sale 
of American brands, 





AUSTRIA EXPORTING FRAME HOUSES TO TURIZY,. The Austrian lumber in- 
dustry recently completed a transaction for the delivery of 600 wooden 
frame houses to the Turkish Government for the province of Erzincian 
in Asia slinor, The 600 frame houses were made in Austria and then 
shipped to Turkey unassembled, On the site of their location, they 
were then: asseibled under the supervision of an Austrian technical 

man in only 14 weeks, 





AUSTRIAN BEER EXPORTS, Tne Increased production of Austrian breweries, 
which was made possible by the now regular supply of raw materials, 

has led to a resumption of Austrian beer exports abroad, LBefore the 
war, Austrian beer had been exported only to Italy and the llear East 
(Turkey, Syria, etc.), but today the country's breweries are trying 

to place large quantities of their output in overseas markets, Nego- 
tiations with the African Cold Coast territories have been success- 
fully concluded and the first shipments of Austrian beer have already 
been made to that area, Leer exports to other non-European countries 
are expected to increase during the coming months, 





PRODUCTION PROGRESS IN AUSTRIAN LEATHER INDUSTRY. Since the end of 
the war, the Austrian leather inaustry has made remarkable and success- 
ful efforts in the reconstruction of its production facilities, In 
1948, 55 firms and 256 tanneries produced about 1,200,000 square yards 
of uppers! leather, 8.14 million pouncs o7 sole-leather, 1,056,000 
lbs, of glossy leather, 1,018,600 lbs, of belt- and other special 
leathers as well as 308,568 square yards of flesher leather from 26.4 
million pounds of domestic rawhnides and 8,8 million pounds of stored 
leather, This output, however, is sufficient to meet only about half 
of present requirements, TO produce enough leather for the balance 
of: the country's needs, Austria must import about 26,4 million pounds 
of rawhides, as well as sufficient tanning products and equipment 
from abroad, Through direct or indirect dollar aid, the liarshall 
Plan places 100 million schillings at the disposal of the leatner in- 
dustry. To date, 525,590 rawhides worth 58.5 million schillings and 
about 5600 tons of tanning materials costing 11.5 million schillings 
have been supplied to the industry. The present supply situation is 
such that for every 2 million pounds of domestic hides, the industry 
receives 3 million pounds of hides from abroad. It can therefore be 
said that the current production program will meet about 75% of all 
domestic leather requirements. 





VIENNA FALL FAIR REFLECTS INCREASED AUSTRIAN PRODUCTIVITY. The SOth 
international Vienna Fair, which opened on September 10th and closed 
on the 17th, reflected Austria's expanding domestic production and 
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foreign trade interest in the Austrian market. No less than 2300 
domestic and foreign fimis exnibited their products. On the opening 
day, more than 100,0C0 visitors viewed the heavily-laden stalls of 
native aud foreign articles, ‘he displays included products of 
Austria's heavy industry, of her steel, machinery and automobile 
plants, as well as agricultural implements, electrical goods, textiles, 
fashion wear, shoes, leather goods, glass- and porcelain wares, sports 


3 


roods, musicai instruments, furniture, cosmetics and other luxury 

oods,. Austria's food industry and her wine-producing areas held a 
special exhibition oi foods and delicacies, ‘he individual pavilions 
oi Ugypt, bulgaria, the Netherlands, Italy, Yugoslavia, Morocco, Polar, 
huasnia, Turkey and the Scandinavian countries gave the SOth Vienna 
rair the international atmosphere which had always characterized it in 
the past. in acdition, more than 100 United States, English, French, 
Lelsian anu other foreign firms also had display stands. It is esti- 
mated that some 10,000 foreigners visited the fair, 


PATLIONING DISCONTINUED IN AUSTRIAN RuUSTAURANTS. The rationing of all 
jood, with the exception of certain types cf meat, in restaurants and 
1otels wili be finaliy discontinued in all of Austria on Septeiber 

ti, according to a statement by Austrian i.inister of Foodc Supply 

to Sagmoister, After that date, Austrians as well as foreign tour- 

ts wili no longer reouire fooa coupons in public eating places, 
This latest measure in the progressive, and by now almost completed 
lifting or iood rations, is not only an important improvenent of the 
domestic food situation, but aiso of the tourist trade, it was made 
possible by the extraordinarily frvorable harvest and by increased 
commercial food imvorts (not with -arshall Flan funds), After suffi- 
cient reserves will have been built up, the restaurant rationing of 
all meats will also be discontinued, letail sales of flour and bread 
in food stcres are no longer rationed, and it is expected that sugar 
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and rice will also be taken off the ration list shortly. iiilk, fats 
and some meats will continue to be rationed for the time being. 


rt 


RECORD NUAIBER OF FORNIGN TOURISTS VisIT AUSTRIA, The number of 

foreign tourists visiting Austria during the first half of this year's 
sumuer season (months of Jume and July) has already exceeded by 400/s 
the figures for the entire sumner season in 1948, From May to October 
i943, foreign tourists availed themselves of 73,541 daily accommoda- 
tions, whereas in June and July of this year, the number of such daily 
reservations reached 260,980. iioreover, the month of August was an 
even greater tourist month and it is estingted that the number of daily 
accomodations for the entire siumer season will easily exceed 600,00U, 
in June and July, Swiss tourists made up the largest contingent of 
foreign visitors (with 238,242 daily accomodations); they were followed 
by the Belgians (with 58,169 accommodations), the Englisn (with 56,204 
accommodations) and the americans (with 16,395 accommodations). Swedish 
and Italian tourists reserved more than 20,00) daily accommodations, 
with the French accounting for only 4,545 aaily reservations. 





AUSTRIAN TOURIST EXPERTS VISITING THE UNITED STATES, On September 7th 
Dr. kugen Lanske, Head of the incustrial separtment of the Federal 
inistry of Trade and Reconstruction, and br, Harald Langer-Hansel, 
Chief of the Divisiou for Tourism in the same ministry, arrived in the 
United States on a visit of several weeks auration, during which they 
will study the possibilities of inteusifying American travel to Austria 
and Ciscuss the matter with American and Austrian officials in New 
York, Vashington, Chicago and San -’rancisco. 





RECONSTRUCTION IN TI, INNER CITY OF VIENNA PROCEPDING AT BPISK PACE, 
construction work in the center of Vienna is proceeding at a brisk 
pace, with 950 new buildings going up and 3500 others being repaired 
and renovated, iiuch of this building activity is taking place in the 
iirst district - the heart of the city - where several modern struct- 
ures are being erected, The most important of these is the recon- 
struction of the "Heinrichshof" group of buildings facing the Vienna 
Opera, This cluster of buildings covers a whole block and will be 
seven stories high. The building costs have been estimated at 55 
million schillings, On the Kaerntnerstrasse-Vienna's Fifth Avenue - 
a number of high modern office and business buildings are likewise in 
the process of construction, The Kacerntnerstresse will also be the 
Site of. a new hotel which is expected to help alleviate the shortage 





5 
4 


Y COI 


> _—— - = = SS Fs F .- > aa — -_ 


SoS ONS DIOHOOHMPHOQ YP PES Parade a Of HB FH oF Haak perio at OAe@q ea aw OC eet eee ST ee TN eS 


i 

















9/24/49 USTRIAN INFORMATION-8 


of tourist accommodations, Other new modern builcings are in con- 
struction or preparation near the Schottenring, at the Hohe Markt 
and especially in the badly; damaged Kai district, 


CONSTRUCTION ON POWERFUL AUSTRIAN TRANSMITTER TO BEGIN THIS YEAR, 
Construction on a powerful transmitter on the bBisamoerg, near Vienna, 
is scheduled to begin this year, The new transmitter will be erected 
on the same spot where Vienna's former transmitting station was lo- 
cated before the war; the latter was completely destroyed by re- 
treating German troops in 1945. The new transmitter will make perfect 
reception possible for radio sets in Vienna, Lower austria and the 
burgenland, But in order to also ensure good reception in the moun- 
tainous areas of Western Austria and especially in isolated Alpine 
valleys, 40 new 100-Vatt transmitters will be ordered when construction 
work is started on the large transmitter, These smaller relay trans- 
mitters will be connected to the Austrian radio network, 

woreover, Austria's short wave network will be strengthened by 
the erection of several 50-liilowatt transmitters, ‘he country's radio 
programs will also be made available to overseas listeners (including 
those in the United States) by means of directional beam antennas. 
Lxperimental transmissions at very high frequencies are now being con- 
ducted in the city area of Vienna in order to ascertain the best 
transmission bands ror the establishment of an Austrian television 
network. 





CONSTRUCTION OF GROSSGLOCKNER CABLE RFALIDIAY STANTED, Early in Septem- 
ber, construction work began on the longest cable railway in Austria, 
The new line is intended to make the Grossglockner (Austria's highest 
mountain, 12,461 feet) accessible to the broad public. The cable 
railway will be 6 1/2 kilometers long (somewhat over 4 miles) and will 
connect the town of Leiiigenblut in Carinthia with the 9,902-feet 
"argaritze" in the vicinity ot the Grossglockner's highest peak, 





AUSTRIA TO RsSTOC. GTS WITD GAl®, Before the war Austria had a rich 
preserve of wild liie, thanks to sensible and moderate game laws. 
Although an average of 14,000 stags, 76,000 deer, 7,000 chamois, 1,600 
wild boars, 550,000 hares, 180,000 pheasants, 300,000 partridges and 
11,000 wild ducks were killed every year, the game reserves of the 
country always remained constant, But the war and the post-war periais 
played havoc with this fine preserve. «oreign troops stationed in the 
country indiscriminately killed many of the animals. They were joined 
by the hungry population which even resorted to battues, Much of the 
preserve was therefore slaughtered, kKecently, however, both government 
orficials and private individuals are making efforts to restore 
Austrian wild life to its pre-war ievel. Only the chamois - that 
sturdy Alpine goat - was to survive during these years, thanks to its 
natural habitat high un in the mountains where it was less exposed to 
man's penchant for hunting and need for food, Chamois hunting has 
therefore remained unaffected, It is expected that this year a total 
of 55,000 deer, 10,0v0 stags, 100,000 hares, 400 wild boars, 40,000 
pheasants, 25,000 partridges and 7,500 wild ducks will be killed. 
Before the war, venison and other game meat amounted to some 9 million 
pounds per year, but this year the figure is expected not to exceed 

4 million pounds, Fresent game laws are very strict, especially in 
those areas which were most depleted during the war, and in these only 
& very small amount of same may be shot in order that the wild life 
preserve may replenish itself as quickly as possible, 








141,000 PUPILS IN VIENNA'S PiTMARY SCHOOLS. With the start of the 
194971950 school year, 141,000 chilaren will attend Vienna's primary 
schools, About 700 school buildings, with 3362 classrooms, have been 
set aside for the city's elementary education needs. This year there 
will be 72,000 more pupils and almost 2,000 more classrooms than in 
1945, The comparatively low figures for that year were due to the 
fact that in May 1945, after fighting in Vienna had come to an end, 4 
large number of schcol buildings had been either destroyed by bombing 
and fire, or used for other than educational purposes, and to the fact 
that more than half of the school children had fled the city. 





LOW! INCIDENCE OF INFANTIIE PARALYSIS IN AUSTRIA. Up to the end of 
hucust of this year, only 331 cases of infantile paralysis were re- 
corded in Austria, a new low in the occurrence of the disease, In the 
Suamer of 1947, the nuaber of cases reached 5,508, which was 4 high 
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for Austria, During that season, the province of Styria was particu- 
larly hard hit, The year 1948 showed a marked decline in poliomyeli- 
tis, with 1,064 cases recorded. Of the 331 cases this year, 42 were 
fatale ‘iiost of the cases occured in Upper Austria (58), with those in 
Vienna numbering only 20. This year's occurrence of infantile paraly- 
sis in Austria has not, therefore, reached epidemic proportions and no 
concentration of cases in any one locality was noted, 


20% OF VIENNA DEATHS ATTRIBUTED TO CANCER. Dr, Leopold Schoenbauer, 
jiead ot the Vienna University Clinic for Surgery and director of the 
General Hospital, recently declared that approximately one fifth of 
ali deaths in Vienna are caused by cancer, The mortality rate of 
deaths due to cancer has been steadily increasing, In 1919, ofa 
total of 58,273 deaths in Vienna, 2,585 (or 6.2%) were caused by can= 
cere in 1929, the overall mortality rate dropped to 25,019 deaths, 
but the number of fatal cancer cases increased tc 3,537, or 15,5/0, 

in 1959, there were 51,135 deaths, 4,592 (or 14.1%) of which were the 
result of cancer. and finally in 1948, 4,495 of the 25,085 deaths 
recorded, or 19,57, were due to cancer, in that year, Sv’ of all male 
Ceatns due to cancer were caused by cancer of the respiratory organs; 
124 of all female deaths due to cancer were caused by cancer of the 
pectoral giands, 

The municipality of Vienna, keenly aware of the need for an inten- 
sive anti-cancer campaign, now plans to join with vworlkmen's siciness 
compensation organizations and the city's leading hospitals to set up 
cancer examination facilities and medical advice centers in all of 
Vienna's districts, in order to conduct free mass examinations of the 
population. Inasmuch as cancer, if discovered early enough, is very 
often curable, it is hoped that these measures will contribute much 
toward a reduction of the cancer mortality rate in Vienna, especially 
since the latter is mainly cue to late discovery and neglect of the 
disease, This campaign is expected to start very soon and will be 
under the overall direction of Professor Leopold Schoenbauer, 








AUSTRIAN ART TREASURES TO ARRIVE HERE SOON AFTER SUCCESSFUL LONDON 
SHOWLNG. The great collection of "Art Treasures from sustria", which 
more than 250,000 art lovers have admired at the Tate Gallery in Lon- 
Gon between May l2th and September Sd, is now being prepared for ship- 
ment to the United States, The London exhibition was to have closed 
early in August, but had to be extended because of its widespread 
popularity. The paintings and other objects of art are now being 
crated and will be transported to this country on board a U.5, warship. 
Fere, the collection will be exhibited to the public at the National 
Gallery of the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C., the iletro- 
politan .imseum of Art in New York, the Art Institute in Chicago and 
the Young liemorial iluseum in San Francisco, The Austrian art treas- 
ures will be on display at the New York Metropolitan iuseum of Art 
from February 24, 1950 to liay 20th. In Washington, the collection 
will be open to the public from October 1949 to February 1950, The 
exact dates of the exhibition in Chicago and San Francisco will be 
made pubiic at a later date. 

The famous collection includes some 130 paintings, 359 sculptures, 
16 goldsmith's and silversmith's works, 19 Greeic and Koman antiques, 
51 vessels of rock crystal, a large nunbder of arms and armor, as well 
as medieval jewelry and miniatures. Among the paintings there are 5 
works by Jan Breughel, 3 by Vorregsio, one by Duerer, 9 by Van Dyck, 
one by Franz hals, two each by Palna Vecchio and Rembrandt, 9 by 
Rubens, 6 by Tintoretto, 12 by Titian, 6 by Velasquez, one by Vermeer 
and 6 by Veronese, In addition, many other Italian, Spanish, Flemish, 
German and Frencn masterpieces are represented, The works of sculp- 
ture include creations by Bartoldo di Giovanni, Cattaneo, Gerhard, 
Giovanni da Bologna, Leoni, Richio, Roccotagliata, Van der Schardt 
and Vries, 

Most of the masterpieces in the collection have been loaned by 
the Vienna History of Art Museum and other state galleries; some are 
also on loan from Church and private collections in Austria. A great 
number of these works of art had originally been acquired throughout 
the centuries by members of the Habsburg family for the Imperial col- 
lections in Vienna, Flemish, Spanish, Italian and German masters are 
so richly represented in Viennese collections because, at one time or 
another, members of the Austrian Imperial family had ruled in these 
countries, 
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VIENNA CHOIR BOYS TOUR UNITED STATES AND CANADA. A group of 22 mem- 
bers of the famous Vienna Choir Foys (i/iener Saengerinaben), conducted 
py «lr, Harold Hedding, will arrive on October 4th for a 20 weeks! tour 
of —_ United States and Canada starting October 7th +n Bethlehen, 
pennsylvania, ‘The Yienna Choir Boys will be heard in New York shortly 
after Christmas. An exact schedule of the tour will ne published in 
the next issue of AUSTRIAN INFORMATION, 

Another group o/ the Vienna Choir Boys under the leadership of 
ugre Josef Scanitt and under the musical direction of ifr, Kurt Kettner 
has been touring the Latin-American countries since June lst, In the 
course if this tour, the first in 15 years, 130 concerts will be given 
in all Latin-American countries with the exception of Paraguay and 
rolivia, Wherever they appeared so far, in Rio de Janeiro, Buenos 
Aires, Santiago de Chile, Lima, Fogota and Caracas, the Vienna Choir 
boys met with the inmost enthusiastic reception on the part of the 
public as well as the critics. 





AMERICAN WATER COLOR PAINTINGS TO BE EXHIBITED IN VIENNA, This fall, 
the world-famous Vienna gallery “Albertina” will place on exhibition 

a number of leading american water color paintinzs, The exhibition 
will range from the naturalists of the last century to the best modern 
water colors and will present a 75-year survey of the development of 
american water.color painting. Water colors by Homer, Eakins, Hopper, 
burchfield, LDeimuth, ‘liarsh, Graves, Marin and Feininger have already 
been selected from 20 different museums and many private collections, 
and will soon leave for Europe, 











PRESIDENT RENNR OFFERS CONDOLENCES TO RS. RICHARD STRAUSS. President 
Dre »arl nenner of Austria sent a telegram of condolence to the widow 
of the worldaerenorned composer itichard Strauss, who died in Garmisch 
rartenkirchen on September th and whose lire and work had been so 
closely linked with Vienna and austria. 
Dr, Xenner stressed the profound esteem in which the great com- 

poser, who devoted many years of his lite to the Vienna Opera and the 
Vienna Philhermoinic, was held in Austria, He also mentioned the meri- 
torious services Richard Strauss had rendered in connection with the 
vealzburg Festivals and the artistic development of Austria, adding 
that his work would continue to live on all cover the world, but es- 
pecially in Austria, Other warm expressions of sympathy were sent to 
the composer's widow by Chancellor Dr, Leopold Fipl, ilinister of Edu- 
cation Dr. elix Hurdes and the Vienna Philharmonic, 


AUSTRIAN WRITER RUDOLF JEREMIAS MRKEUTZ DIES, The well-known Austrian 
writer hudolf Jeremias :.reutz died in Vienna on September 6th at the 
ave of 74, He had been a ciose friend of the great austrian poet 
ferdinand von Saar, wiose work had exercised such a marked influence 
on his own, hudolf ireutz wrote a murver of novels, the best-known of 
which was the strongly pacifist book "Die Grosse Phrase" (Big Words). 
Two of his other works were “Lie einsime Flarmne" (The Lonely Flame) 
and the recently published “Arabesken des Lebens" (Life's Arabesques). 





AUSTRIAN PARTIOIFATION rs HIITCE PoE oN. CONIRESS » The Austrian dele- 
gation to the 21st Congress of the international Association of Poets, 
Playwrights, Editors, =ssayists and Novelists (P.E.l!.), which was held 
in Venice from September 10th to the ivth, was composed of the writers 
Franz Theodor Csokor, trerdinand ioegl, Vaula Preradovic, L.\J. Rocho- 
wanski and Alexander’ Sacher-.Jasoch. The Austrian delegation submitted 
several proposals, including an apneal to the Association to back 
repeal of the censorship regulations now in force between Austria and 
Germany with regard to literary works and the exchange of books, and 
a motion for the establishment of an international organization to 
handle the translation and distribution of snort literary works. 

Franz Theodor Csokor, the President of Austria's P,i,N. club, presented 
a port to the Congress on the subject of “Literary Criticism in 
Seounaal Territory". 





AUSTRIAN SKI TPAM TRAINING FOR 1950 Fei.S. VORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS. Aus- 
tria's top- cht skiers are now beGirning tae:r intensive training 
for the 195 _1,S, world championships which are scheduled to be held 
in Aspen, oleh do, The preliminary training now taking place will 
end with the selection of 40 skiers, both men and women, from which 
the final team will be chosen. Some of the Austrian team members for 
the F,I.S, world meet have already been selected, These are Josl 
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Gstrein, Egon Schoepf, Trude Beiser, Erika Mahringer and Resi Hammerer, 
Starting early in October, all of the ranking skiers will repair to 

the federal skiing school at Schielleiten where they will receive 
further special training. The final composition of the Austrian team 
will be decided upon only after the important Arlberg meet in January 
and lebruarye 


VIENNESE SPORTS CLUB "RAPID" CELEBRATES 50th BIRTHDAY, The well-lknown 
Viennese soccer club “Rapid” will celebrate its 50th anniversary at 
the beginning of October in Vienna, Although "Rapid" is not the oldest 
soccer team in Vienna (the "Vienna" team, for example, is an older 
club), it has come to be one of the best representatives of Austria's 
national sport. "Rapid" won the national soccer championship 16 times 
and the Vienna Cup 4 times, in 1930, it also brought back to Vienna 
the iiitropa Cup, This summer the team made a successful guest tour of 
several South-american countries, returning in time for the national 
championship. 





24,000 AUSTRIANS TO GO TO ROME DURING HOLY YEAR PIIGRIMAGE, By Sep- 
tember 12th, 24,000 Austrians had already registered for the Holy Year 
pilgrimage to Kome, according to an Austrian Press Agency dispatch, 





NEW AUSTRIAN COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS, The Austrian Postal Administration 
has recently issued a number or new commemorative stamps, both singles 
and sets, These include a special series of four values for the bene- 
fit of the Repatriates' and Prisoner of War Welfare Fund (40 groschen, 
60 groschen, 1 schiliing and 1,60 schilling, with surtaxes of 10, 15, 
25 and 40 groschen respectively) which depict the evolution of the 
Austrian national coat of arms from the year 1250 to the present 
emblem of the Republic. Another new issue commemorates the 125th 
anniversary of Anton Bruckner's birth, it consists of but one 40 
groschen stamp with a picture of the great Austrian composer, The 
1000th anniversary of the birth of Lishop St, Gebhardt, the patron 
saint of Vorarlberg, was also commemorated philatelically by the 
issuance of a 30 groschen stamp presenting the saint in his stately 
episcopal robes. 








The Information Department of the Austrian Consulate 


General in New York announces the publication of 
"4 @8FSBt A” 


A SUMMARY OF FACTS AND F.GURES 


This illustrated handbook will contain useful informa- 
tion on the following subjects: 


GEOGRAPHY (Areas; Boundaries; Topography, Climate; Population; 
The Federal States}. 


HISTORY AND GOVERNIZZNT (Brief Historical Outline; Political 
Development since 1945; Form of 
Government). 


CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS (Education; Science 
and Technical Achievements; Music; Literature 
and — Architecture; Painting and Sculp- 
ture). 


ECONOMY (Agriculture; Forestry; Hydroelectric Power; 
Wining; Manufacturing; Foreign Trade; European 
Recovery Program in Austria; Finance; Trans- 
portation; Social Legislation). 


SOME BASIC FIGURES. 


The 80 pages of this publication will present an 
overall picture of Austria as it is and as it was. This 
booklet may be obtained, free of charge, by writing to: 
Austrian Consulate General, Information Department, 

509 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, l.Y. 
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